How do I get Gtree working?
Before you can do anything with Gtree you have to get/install GAMS. There are several possibilities. The official approach should be go to the GAMS website and download and install the latest GAMS version (http://www.gams.com/download/ ). Note that for windows you can chose between a 64 and 32 bits version of GAMS. If you have a computer that runs the 64 bits version of Windows 7/Vista you should use the 64 bits version. If you are not sure about your computer you should install the 32 bits version (it will work on any Windows version).  When you download the GAMS version and try to install it be sure that you have administrator rights on your machine (otherwise you will get error messages).
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When installing GAMS please remember the folder you installed GAMS in (it will speed up starting Gtree the first time). GAMS can be installed by anybody and when you do not have a license GAMS only runs in the DEMO mode (i.e. only very small problems can be solved). If you have bought a GAMS license you will get an email with your license code in it. This code you better save to a file (often the file GAMSlice.txt is used). The file can be used by more people (your license will tell how many people are allowed to use it, but GAMS doesn’t check it. They trust you…).

The easiest way to install GAMS is to copy an already installed version to a memory pen, network drive, or external disk and then just go to the computer you want to install GAMS on and copy the GAMS folder (also the GAMSlice.txt is then copied). This approach will work even if you do NOT have administrator rights on your computer.
Once GAMS is installed you should install our GAMStools. You can download the zip file and unzip it (http://www3.lei.wur.nl/gamstools/gamstools.zip ) . Just unzip it to e.g. c:\ (the correct folder structure is already in the .zip file.
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The other way to install the GAMS tools is again to copy it from somewhere else (memory pen, network drive …).

Now you want to get the GAMS tools to work on your system. The simplest way to do this is to start the setup.exe in the GAMStools folder (open the Windows explorer go to the c:\gamstools folder and double click on the setup.exe file). Please type your name and email address in the two edit fields at the bottom of the window (Gtree will use this for updating your file headers). You can  also check the checkbox “Search for GAMS and adjust Gtree/DataExplorer INI files”. When you check this, the setup will scan all your disk to locate GAMS versions. If you have some network drives connected to your machine it is wise NOT to check this box (it will take a long time to run). The scanning for GAMS is only done once (we will give more details below) but you can also do it when you start Gtree the first time (or even after this by clicking on the right Gtree menu item). Just click the Install button and your system is ready for Gtree etc.
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If you do NOT have administrator rights, do not worry. Just open gtree.exe and you will see a message like this:
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Please press the Yes button (if you click the No button you need to select your GAMS version in Gtree before you can run GAMS programs, see below). You are asked to specify your name/email address, just type it in, e.g. “Wietse Dol (Wietse.dol@wur.nl)”.
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After starting Gtree you will see a window that you can use to search for GAMS versions. 
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In the first combo box you can select from 4 ways to scan your computer:

· All drives

· All local drives

· All Network drive

· Specify your own folder to scan

When you know where you installed GAMS you can select this  folder in the second combo box, otherwise specify/select the drive you have installed GAMS on (e.g. in the example below I have installed all my GAMS versions on the i:\ drive and let Gtree scan this drive). By pressing the “Find” button Gtree will scan and give you a list of GAMS versions it found and you can select which version you want to use within Gtree. Please be patient scanning drives can be slow (and hence if you know where to find GAMS it will speed up the process).
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Select your GAMS version you want to use and you are ready for using Gtree.

When you want you can always rescan for GAMS versions (or select another GAMS version from the scanned list). Indeed you can switch between GAMS versions in Gtree. When you want you can press the “GAMS” menu item and then press the “Find GAMS versions” to get the menu/windows from above, or just press “Select GAMS version” to select another GAMS version.
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The good thing is that Gtree will remember your settings, so specifying GAMS only needs to be done once (or whenever you upgrade to a newer GAMS version).

Many people would like to be able to double click on a GAMS file and have it automatically opened with Gtree. This can be done by clicking on the menu item “Opions” and then click on “File association”:
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Just click the OK button, and you are ready.

Wietse Dol, February 2012.

Wietse.Dol@wur.nl
